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August 4th, 2006

New films of the DOKU-ARTS-Program

As previously announced, today we publicize more films for the program of the Berlin film festival DOKU.ARTS, which will take place from September 14 to 17, 2006 for the first time.

The central focus of the festival, “Artists at Work”, is reflected in two films that concern the film directors Michael Haneke and Guy Maddin. For “24 Realities per Second“, Nina Kusturica and Eva Testor accompanied Michael Haneke at work over a period of two and a half years. As a result, their documentary is a portrait that succeeds in transmitting the intensity and the fast-pace of Haneke while giving a real insight into the daily work of the film maker.

In Noam Gonick’s film, “Waiting for Twilight“, the narrator formulates: “The fact is: films like this have never ever been made before.” He is speaking about the films of the Canadian film maker Guy Maddin. These films are made with enormous effort: astonishing studio productions that reference the silent-film movie era, the films of German Expressionism and the melodrama and archaic images of classical cinema. Gonick accompanies Maddin not only at work but he gives us a sense of this filmmaker’s idiosyncratic world. The result is a very personal portrait of an exceptional talent.  At the festival, visitors will also get the exciting opportunity to watch, as part of “Focus Canada“, two films by Maddin himself. DOKU.ARTS present: “The Heart of the World“ and “Dracula”.

“The Hermitage Dwellers” is an award winning film by the Dutch filmmaker  Aliona van der Horst. This film concerns “The Public at Work with Art”, a second focus of the festival. We follow the attendants, technicians and curators of St. Petersburg Hermitage, to whom the former palace of Catherine the Great with its art treasures has became a home; a shelter. In this film that deals with the love of these “inhabitants” towards “their” Hermitage, the personal story of the “Hermitage Dwellers” is combined with pictures taken from Russian history.

What do Swing, Blues, Ragtime and Jewish music have in common? Plenty! “From Shtetl to Swing“ is a melodic and sensitive narration of how Jewish and Black people met on their path to a new kind of music and how they inspired each other. Fabienne Rousso-Lenoir presents a brilliantly edited film whose protagonists are for instance George Gershwin, Benny Goodman, Irving Berlin, Fanny Brice, Molly Picon.
The 35 Austrian Artists of Sepp Dreissingers film „artgenossen“(Conspecifics) accompany DOKU.ARTS during the entire festival. From a separate screen in the foyer of the main movie theatre at the Akademie der Künste (Hanseatenweg) individuals stare dumbly for one minute at us. Amongst them are: Ilse Aichinger, Klaus Maria Brandauer, Günter Brus, Valie Export, Michael Haneke, Elfriede Jelinek, Maria Lassnig, Christine Nöstlinger, Arnulf Rainer und Franz West. Inspite of the apparently rigid parameters, this film establishes a kind of independent existence. The spectator gets the feeling that he is looking deep inside a longer conversation – or silence...

For more information as well as film stills please visit: http://www.doku-arts.de/pgse/filme.html
The Hermitage Dwellers

Director: Aliona van der Horst, 73’ , Netherlands/Russia 2003

The Heart of the World

Director: Guy Maddin, 6’, Canada 2000

Guy Maddin: Waiting for Twilight

Director: Noam Gonick, 60’, Canada 1997

artgenossen. 35 minutenportraits

(artgenossen. 35 one minute portraits)

Director: Sepp Dressinger, 36’, Austria 2005

From Shtetl to Swing

Director: Fabienne Rousso-Lenoir, 58’, France/USA 2006

24 Wirklichkeiten in der Sekunde – Michael Haneke

(24 Realities per Second – Michael Haneke)

Director: Nina Kusturica, Eva Testor, 58’, Austria 2004

Accreditation / Additional Information / Contact

For your Accreditation please download the film entry form from this link: http://www.doku-arts.de/pgse/akkreditierung.html

More information: www.doku-arts.de / info@doku-arts.

Press Contact: Anja Zenk / ++49 - 30 - 200 57 – 16 73 / presse@doku-arts.de.

For more information or questions please don’t hesitate to contact us.
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